
Series: Know What You Believe 
Message: “I Believe in Jesus Christ...He Descended into Hell” 
Texts: Psalm 16:10; Ephesians 4:8-10; 1 Timothy 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18-19; 4:4-6 
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-22 Call to Worship: Special 
Date: May 3, 2020 - Streaming only due to the coronavirus outbreak - 
https://iframe.dacast.com/b/65930/c/520117  
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended to heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  1

 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Introduction: A Late Amendment (390AD) 
 
I. Divergent Interpretations 

❏ View #1: Jesus declared victory to dead saints and led them out of Sheol to ___________  

❏ View #2: Jesus declared complete victory over _________ and pronounced condemnation 

❏ View #3: Jesus went to ___________, a specific part of Hades, and declared the truth  

❏ View #4: Jesus went to hell and proclaimed the _________ so that people had a second chance for 
salvation from the Savior Himself  

❏ View #5: Jesus did _______ go to hell; this refers to something altogether different  

❏ The Challenge: There is no single, biblical text that clearly teaches ______ of these views  
 
II. Unifying Truth  

❏ Understanding terms: 

1. ________ (Hades)  

2. ______________  

1
 The term “catholic” here means “universal.” 

https://iframe.dacast.com/b/65930/c/520117


❏ Jesus endured God’s _________________ on the cross on our behalf (Matthew 27:45-46; John 3:36; 
Romans 3:25-26; Hebrews 12:2-3; 1 John 2:2; 4:10)  

❏ Jesus declared, “It is ___________!” (John 19:30)  

❏ Jesus __________ ____ his spirit and died (Luke 23:46; John 19:30; see also James 2:26)  

❏ Jesus was not _______________ by the Father to the grave, nor did his body see decay (Acts 2:31; see 
also Matthew 12:38-40)  

❏ Jesus died in his ________ but was made alive by the Spirit (1 Peter 3:18)  

❏ Jesus descended into _________ (Ephesians 4:8-10; 1 Peter 3:18-20)  

❏ Jesus ____________, announcing his victory in Hades (1 Peter 3:19)  

❏ Jesus preached to disobedient __________ (1 Peter 3:19-20; Colossians 2:15)  

❏ On the third day, Jesus _________ from the dead (See Resurrection Sunday Sermon)  
 
Conclusion: Believing These Things Is Important 
 
 

 
 

Building the Foundation of Your Faith 

The following steps and questions are designed to help you incorporate what you’re learning this week 
into your Christian Faith. 

1. Read or recite the Apostles’ Creed every single day while we are going through this 
exercise 

2. Take the credal topic for this week (i.e., Faith) and study it in your personal bible time 
every single day -- and if you need help knowing how to do that, don’t hesitate to ask for 
assistance. 

3. Consider the following questions: 
a. If this statement is true, what does that mean for my confidence in Christ as my 

Savior and King? 
b. If this statement is true, what does that mean for my testimony -- my life story that 

I share with others so they know Christ better? 
c. If this statement is true, how does that move me closer to finding my identity in 

Christ alone? 
d. If this statement is true, what does it tell me about God’s love for me and my part 

in his mission to reach the world with the gospel? 


