
DISCIPLES BEAR FRUIT 
Call to Worship: Psalm 1:1-3 

Main Text: John 15:1-17 

If a tree is known by its fruit then shouldn’t a disciple of Christ be obvious by their Christlike fruit? 
(Matthew 7:15-20; Luke 6:43-46) 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR PART AS A BRANCH 

• On a grape vine the sole purpose of a branch is to bear fruit. This is why the gardener takes 
away any branch that is fruitless. (John 15:2, 6). 

• The Vine and the branches are meant to work together so that much fruit is produced. Fruit is 
not produced for the pleasure of the branch, but for the benefit of others. 

✴ Jesus (the Vine) came into the world to save sinners, destroy the works of the devil, and to 
restore us to abundant life.  He has invited us (the branches) to join Him in fulfilling His 
mission. 

Is your life defined by allowing Christ’s life to flow through you for the sake of others who need Him? 

• When you consider that Christ is the Vine seeking to pour His life into you and your Heavenly 
Father is the gardener who is devoted to cultivating you, then you should be confident that you 
will be a fruitful branch. 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT JESUS MEANS BY FRUIT 

• When many Christians read about fruit in John 15 they immediately try to interpret it as the Fruit 
of the Spirit that the Apostle Paul wrote about in a letter to the Galatians (5:22-23).  

✴ Paul said when we are under the influence of the Spirit we will see Christlike character 
expressed. 

• Though the “fruit” spoken of in John 15 could include the Fruit of the Spirit, it should not be 
limited to only expressions of godly character.  

✴ Whereas Galatians 5 is about the Fruit of Being, John 15 is linked to the Fruit of Doing.  

• John 15 puts a strong emphasis on acts of love (v. 12-14, 17) and about seeing our supernatural 
God answer our prayer (v. 7-8, 16). 

• Good works and mighty works seem to be the meaning behind the kingdom fruit that God wants 
us to bear for Him (in addition to His character). 

✴ John 15 is a memorable picture and summation of Jesus’ upper room teaching to His 
disciples living a life of love (John 13) and mighty works (John 14) done in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

✴ This is the fruit that will prove to the world that you truly are a disciple of Christ (John 13:35; 
15:7-8). 



PRODUCING FRUIT 

• Who gets the say-so in how much fruit you are to bear? Is it up to you, the branch? 

✴ We have to be constantly on guard against being satisfied with just bearing some fruit 
(Revelation 3:15-17). The Gardener always desires more fruit (John 15:2, 5, 8). 

• God is not demanding more from us without providing the means (Exodus 5). 

✴ When you hear God say “more fruit” how do you perceive Him saying it?  As a slave master?  
Or as one who wants you to understand, release, and maximize your potential in bearing 
kingdom fruit? 

• To maximize fruit the gardener must prune the branches (John 15:2, 6). 

✴ Pruning is not weeding things from the outside that prevents growth. Pruning is all about 
cutting back the vigorous growth on the branch from the past year.  

✴ If it is not cut back then the branch will consume too much of the life sap instead of it being 
used to produce more fruit.  

• In pruning, the gardener leaves only enough of the branch to bear fruit because He wants the 
main concentration of life from the vine to be invested in producing fruit.            (John 3:30) 

✴ What in life is spreading you out too thin to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God? 

✴ What is consuming your focus? What is distracting you from your life purpose as a branch? 

✴ What is taking you from what will lead you to real joy?            (John 15:11) 

• Another key to bearing fruit is abiding in Christ.                         (John 15:5-7)  

✴ In order for the life of a vine to flow into a branch the branch fibers must sink down into the 
vine and unite.   

• One of the main causes of people not bearing kingdom fruit is because they haven’t detached 
themselves from all else nor have they reached out to Jesus and sank their lives fully into Him. 

• Others are not producing fruit because they are trying to do it in their own strength.  In all your 
life have you ever heard a branch straining to produce fruit?                 (John 15:4-5) 

✴ When a branch is connected and rests in the vine it naturally and effortlessly bears fruit. 


