
Message: How to Disciple - The Divine Design 
Call to Worship:  Ephesians 2:4-10 (NLT); Acts 17:26 (NIV) 

Text: Psalm 139:1-18  (The Passion Translation) 

Introduction: You are fearfully, uniquely, and masterfully made for a purpose. 

❖ Divine Design Described 

➢ Personality - God uses all kinds of personalities so there are no right or wrong ones.  
Each one has a strength in showing a unique side of God's goodness, but be on guard 
against distorting it.  Understanding your temperament will give you insight into how you 
relate to others and respond to opportunities. 

▪ Lion - takes charge, confident, purposeful, decisive, problem solver, focuses on results 
  Task Oriented 

▪ Otter - enthusiastic, encouraging, friendly - mixes easily, spontaneous, optimistic, inspirational 
  People Oriented 

▪ Golden Retriever - loyal, calm, warm & relational, sympathetic, thoughtful, nurturing 
  People Oriented 

▪ Beaver - enjoys instructions, detailed, consistent, practical, precise, analytical 
  Task Oriented 

➢ Family Upbringing (even Birth Order) - Genesis 25 

Do you see how God has uniquely wired you for your life purpose?  Do you see how God 
gives you special favor with certain people and assignments that others may not have? 

➢ Natural Talents 

▪ Music / Art 
▪ Literature / Writing 
▪ Technical 
▪ Academic Processing 
▪ Athletic 
▪ Public Speaking 

What are the areas that God has naturally gifted you in?  What could this be saying to 
you about your life purpose? 

➢ Learned Skills  

▪ Exodus 36:1-3; Proverbs 31 

     What have you been taught that you could use to teach and bless others? 

➢ Ministry Passions - Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desire of your 
hearts (Psalm 37:4) 

▪ David's passion - Psalms 
▪ Matthew's passion - Matthew 9:10 
▪ Martha's passion - Luke 10:38-42 
▪ Barnabas' passion - Acts 9:26-27; 15:36-39 
▪ Paul's passion - Romans 15:20 
▪ Dorca's passion - Acts 9:36-39 
▪ Priscilla & Aquila's passion - Acts 18:24-26 

What does God tug on your heart about?  Is there a special group of people you feel 
called to help?  What needs do you feel that God wants to use you for? 



➢ Life Experience - God wastes nothing in your life.  He can even redeem the bad things in 
your life and turn them around your good. 

▪ 1 Corinthians 10:13 
▪ 2 Corinthians 1:3-6 
▪ Mark 5:18-20 

What from your past can you see God using to help someone in the present?  What 
challenges have you come through in life that could share hope for the future with the 
person God placed in your life this week? 

➢ Spiritual Gifts - 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 31; 14:1 

▪ If the all-powerful, all-knowing God of love lives in you then shouldn't there be a 
difference between you and the person who God does not reside in? (1 Cor. 6:19) 

▪ Spiritual gifts are supernatural manifestations of God's Spirit expressing Himself 
through believers for the common good. 

▪ Believers begin to see a strengthening pattern (gifting) form in all the areas where 
we are increasingly growing confident in the Holy Spirit's leadership, knowledge, and 
power. 

  
❖ Divine Design Instilled 

➢ Everything we need for our life purpose and godliness has already been deposited in 
each believer (2 Peter 1:3).  If we stay aligned & connected with Jesus then we have been 
guaranteed kingdom success (John 15:5-8). 

▪ PURSUE Understanding - Pursue God for clarity about your life purpose.  Seek 
Wisdom from godly friends and ask how they see God working in and through you.  
Take an inventory of your talents, skills, passion, and experiences to see what pattern 
God is weaving through your life. 

▪ PLAN Your Test Drive - Experimenting with various opportunities to love God & 
people is the best way to find your serving niche (Luke 10:17).  After your test drive, 
ask yourself:  Did this experience express my sweet spot?  Did it energize my life?  Did 
it express God's love to others? 

▪ PRACTICE Serving in your Sweet Spots - Look for open doors to make increasing 
deposits into people's lives, especially towards the people and needs that God has 
been drawing to you in life (Acts 6:2-4).  Be careful not to snuff out the Holy Spirit's 
leading if you sense Him taking you out of your comfort zone.  He's all about loving on 
others and growing you in new ways (1 Corinthians 14:1). 

Resources to help you explore more on this topic: 

Gary Smalley Personality test:  (free) 
https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/personality/quizshow.php?title=the-smalley-animal-personality-quiz&q=71 
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