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SCRIPTURE READING: John 15:18-27
CALL TO WORSHIP: John 3:16-17
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Introduction: Defining “The World”

“The world is the unhealthy social environment in which we live.”
(Clinton Arnold in 3 Crucial Questions About Spiritual Warfare, Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997, p. 34.

I. The World Hates Christ-followers

❒ Two truths to understand:

1. The “world” hates people who have been ____ ______ from its
grasp

2. The “world” is exposed when we live out the _________ right in
front of it

❒ Jesus reminds us that the world hated him _______ (v. 18)

❒ The world loves those who _________ to it (v. 19)

❒ The world hates us because we belong to ________ (v. 20)

❒ The world treats us this way because of Jesus’ ________ (v. 21)

❒ The world does not know their _________ (v. 21)

II. The World Needs Christ-followers

❒ Jesus came to ________ the world (John 3:16-17)

❒ The very _________ of salvation immediately has two outcomes (vv. 22-25):

1. Those who surrender are gloriously and eternally __________

2. Those who reject the offer are hopelessly and eternally _________

❒ The Holy Spirit is our _______ in battling the world (v. 26)

❒ You and I must go on the [loving] _____________! (v. 27)

Conclusion: Overcoming the World

Makin� I� Persona�
Spiritual warfare is real. Pre-Christian people cannot escape the bondate of their
own sin. But, in Christ, we have freedom.

1. Based upon what you learned in last week’s message, how are you doing in
“crucifying” your flesh? This is the foundation to everything else.

2. Did it surprise you that the world only has one way it can entice people to
conform (John 15:18-20)? Why or why not?

3. What is it about Christians that makes the world hate us so much (John
15:19-20)?

4. What is our task, when it comes to the world? (John 3:16-17)

5. With the flesh, the “key word” is crucify. When it comes to the world, the “key
word” is overcome. How do we do that? (Read also John 16:33)

Spend time reading and re-reading the above verses this week as you actually
practice overcoming your flesh. Temptation is difficult at times, but in Christ you
have been set free from sin’s bondage. You can choose to say NO!
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