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Introduction:  A Differentiating God (Romans 9:6-9)

I. The Birth of Isaac

❒ God keeps his ___________ (vv. 1-2)

❒ Abraham keeps the _______________ (v. 4)

❒ The child was truly a ______________ (vv. 5-7)

II.  The Expulsion of Ishmael

❒ Ishmael was now at least _______________ years old (v. 14; Gen. 16:16)

❒ Ishmael was caught _______________ his half-brother on the day of his
celebration (v. 9; Galatians 4:28-30)

❒ Abraham’s heart was ______________ between his sons (v. 11)

❒ God instructed Abraham to listen to _____________ (vv. 10, 12-13)

❒ God reminded Abraham of his ____________ regarding Ishmael (v. 13)

❒ And God further explained his ____________ to Hagar (vv. 17-18)

❒ God was with Ishmael as he _________ (v. 20)

Conclusion:  The Messes We Make

Makin� I� Persona�

The life of Abram is more practical for us than most people realize.  As you
review this week’s message, prayerfully consider the following questions:
1. Read 1 Peter 3:1-6.  Specifically, Sarah is praised here for her noble

obedience to Abraham.  But compare what Peter says with Genesis 16:1-2,
5-6 and 21:9-10.  Is Sarah’s behavior noble in these instances? What
caused her to make such decisions?

2. Reread Genesis 16:11-12.  How does this prophecy about Ishmael relate to
the “mocking” we see of his brother, the child of promise?

3. Put yourself in Ishmael’s shoes for a moment.  He was the product of an
ungodly plan.  He was the firstborn, but could not have the birthright.  He
had his father’s full attention for 14 years and was then sent away because
of his little brother.  Do you sense the indignation he must have felt?  How
does this relate to the hatred his descendants have for the Jews?

4. In Genesis 21:20, we’re told that God was with Ishmael as he grew up.  Why
do you think this is important?  In what way is this the result of being
Abraham’s son?

5. Abraham and Sarah are still wrestling with the results of the mess they made
for themselves with Hagar.  Abraham here is feeling deep pain over the
division between his sons.  What are some messes you’ve made over the
years, and what has been the effect on your life? How does God redeem
such things?
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