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Introduction: A Suzerain-Vassal Treaty

1. There was a great lord or king (Suzerain)

2. There was a dependant lord or king (Vassal)

3. There was an agreement (covenant)

4. There were terms to the agreement

5. There was a demonstration of penalty

I. The Dialogue (Genesis 15:1-6)

❒ On the heels of his ____________ over the kings of the North-East,
God speaks to Abram. (v. 1)

❒ God tells Abram not to be ___________ (v. 1)

❒ God reminds Abram that He is both his ________ and __________
(v. 1)

❒ Abram _______________ how God will fulfill His promise (vv. 2-3)

❒ God ___________ the promise once again (vv. 4-5)

❒ Abram __________! (v. 6)

II. The Treaty (Covenant) (Genesis 15:7-21)

❒ Abram asks for ________________ (vv. 7-8)

❒ God uses Abram’s own ____________ to teach him an essential fact
of their relationship.

❒ God calls for a very specific list of _________________ (v. 9)

❒ Abram knew this _________… God was establishing a
Suzerain-Vassal Covenant with Abram.

❒ Abram had been the ______________ before (possibly in his

relationship with Lot), now he would be the ____________

❒ Abram was likely preparing to walk through the _________ (cf. v. 10)

❒ But it was _______ who accepted responsibility! (v. 17)

❒ God made the covenant with Abram…not ______ _________! (v. 18)

Conclusion:  The Covenantal System of YHWH

Makin� I� Persona�
The life of Abram is more practical for us than most people realize.  As you review
this week’s message, prayerfully consider the following questions:

1. Read Galatians 3:6-16, 26-29.  How did Abram’s faith (belief) pave the way
for us (vv. 6-7)?  Who is the fulfillment of the promise (vv. 16 & 29)?

2. Read Isaiah 42 and Isaiah 52:13-53:12.  How does the prophecy of the
Suffering Servant compare with what we saw in today’s passage?

3. The entire sacrificial system of the Old Covenant is based upon what took
place in today’s passage.  Read Hebrews 9:11-15.  How does Christ bring
all of this together once and for all?

4. Read Revelation 5:1-10.  How is this apocalyptic vision of John related to
the promises and covenant of God with Abram?

5. Take some time this week and really ponder how all of this fits together!
What an awesome God we serve!  How does all of this make you feel – that
God loves YOU so much?
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