
DISCIPLING PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT WORLDVIEWS 
Call to Worship: John 4:34-42 (Passion translation) 

Main Text: Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

Do you really believe the people you are with Monday through Saturday want to talk about 
spiritual things? Have you ever tried to rationalize why someone would not be open? 

God has wired ALL people for spiritual conversations.  Ecclesiastes 3:11 

When you think of evangelism do you see it as sharing the whole gospel and asking for an immediate 
response? Ever thought you can have a disciple who is working through their different worldview? 

Discipleship is a relational process of taking someone from where they currently are to bringing 
them closer to the way, the truth, and life of God.   Luke 6:12-16; Matthew 28:19-20 

“We must learn to find the back door to people’s hearts because the front door is heavily 
guarded.” Ravi Zacharias 

 • ALL LIVES MATTER      Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

Was Jesus saying that many people have barriers to God and some are just too far gone lost? Was 
Christ telling us not to waste our time with those we know are bad soil? 

Hard Soil = they don’t get it; some couldn’t care less; others may get mad at the mention of Jesus 
Rocky Soil = they are open to it; some are excited for the Gospel, yet abandon God in hard times 
Weedy Soil = they want it; yet they won’t remove the things that will overtake & choke the life out 

Actually the farmer in the parable is not careless with the seed. Jesus cares about all people no 
matter the initial heart condition of the person. He came to save all who will let Him. 

Jesus was implying that just as each kind of soil requires special preparation to make it good, so 
some people will need extra care to prepare their heart to receive the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

 • WE MUST ALL BE PLANTERS     First Corinthians 3:6 

Each Christian wants to be a harvester, but you can only harvest if seeds have already been planted. 

Many believers forget seeds take time to grow.  They do not give instant results. 

While we are always to be ready for harvest time, we need to make it our daily priority to plant new 
seeds and water previously planted ones. 

Every time you have a spiritual conversation with a person, you are dropping a seed in the soil of 
their heart. 

Every time you meet someone who has already heard some of the Gospel and you can build off of 
their spiritual conversations, you are watering seeds.  When you pray for them, answer spiritual 
questions, live out what you believe, or show love to them you are watering the seeds planted in 
their heart. 

When we are faithful to plant and water seeds, we can rest assured that God is working in many 
ways in that person’s life to bring him or her to Himself. 



 • LET’S HAVE A CONVERSATION 

Have you ever noticed how Jesus had conversations with people that left them feeling loved, 
valued, and wanting to cling to Him for more truth, more grace? 

Jesus would sit down and talk to anyone that crossed His daily path (John 3, 4, 5). 

He would even go out of His way to talk to people because He cared for them individually (Matthew 
9; Mark 10; Luke 19). 

People felt they could come to Him with their questions and that He would lead them to discover the 
right answer (Matthew 22; Luke 18). 

Jesus took an approach that helped people surface the truth by asking them questions (Matthew 12; 
Luke 20) or telling them stories to illustrate a point (Luke 10, 15). 

David Geisler, in his book Conversational Evangelism teaches about 4 kinds of conversation we can 
have with our non-believing friends to take them a step closer to God.  We have special roles to play. 

THE ROLE OF A MUSICIAN 

Musicians appreciate music. They are good listeners. They can hear sour notes when no one else can. 

Our first goal in a conversation is to listen and and learn the person’s life story.  Start off the 
conversation with a question that gets them thinking and enjoy getting to know them.  Don’t 
interrupt, but while listening take mental notes of what you hear that shaped their beliefs and if 
something sounded “off-key.” 

THE ROLE OF AN ARTIST 

Artists are creative and skilled in presenting things in attractive and intriguing ways. 

Take what you are learning from your neighbor’s beliefs and ask them a non-threatening, thought 
provoking question.  What you want to do is help them surface the truth for themselves rather than 
telling them what they ought to believe. 

THE ROLE OF AN ARCHAEOLOGIST 

Archaeologists carefully dig up things from the past and give us better understanding of how things 
came to be in the present. 

Like an archaeologist, we want to carefully dig into people’s history to discover what got them on this 
spiritual path in the beginning.  We also want to uncover the real barriers to why they do not 
understand or embrace the Gospel.  What is the nature of their barriers: intellectual, emotional, or 
volitional? 

THE ROLE OF A BUILDER 

Much of what has been shared was about deconstructing what others believe and removing obstacles 
of unbelief.  When discipling people of different worldviews we have to be careful not to get so caught 
up in initial work that we never get around to building a bridge to the Gospel. 

By understanding what shaped their beliefs and what their barriers are, we can customize our 
approach.  Personal testimonies are helpful to build heart bridges to people with emotional barriers.  
For people with intellectual barriers, head bridges can help them understand that Jesus truly is one 
of a kind.  It can give you an opportunity to share more about what Jesus has done and what he 
taught.  Follow the lead and discernment of the Holy Spirit.


